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"Dare to Care” 

In the absence of our laid back Florida lounging President, Rich Hawley, Ron Eberhart took the 
helm and started the meeting at 12:06pm.  He started with an Invocation, followed by the pledge 
to Our Flag, followed by the Optimist Creed. We had 8 members Zooming.  
 
Ron discussed several announcements: 
 
 * The 100th Anniversary will be held at the Tropicana on Saturday Evening on October 2nd.  
 
* The Essay contest winner was Emelia Ashby a Senior at Tecumseh High School. Her Essay 
will compete at the District Finals on April 24th if chosen as one of the three finalists. The    
winner will receive a $2500 scholarship. Second place receives a $1500 scholarship and third 
place receives $1000.  
 
* Ron also mentioned that the Youth Appreciation Breakfast and celebration will be in            
November. 
 
Next Ron introduced Sean Kuykendall, Executive Director of Outreach at YMCA. Sean          
volunteered for 17 years before being asked to join their staff. The Y’s purpose is to promote the 
values of Jesus Christ through healthy minds and bodies in our community.  
 
He discussed the 5 Branches of the Y in the Tri-State.  Next he intrigued us by asking what 3 
sports the YMCA invented.  The answer will be provided at the end of this newsletter. This will 
give you time to ponder your answers.  
 
YMCA’s scope of services spans more than 170 years. Locally our Y’s outreach program run by 
Sean helps 1800 kids per year. There are 37 programs in 25 schools. Most  programs take place 
during  the after school time of 3-6pm.  These are the times when kids are most likely to get in 
trouble. His budget is 1.1 million dollars of the Y’s 110 million dollar budget. One of their     
biggest outreach programs was to provide 37,000 meals to 400 families. A literacy program   
allowed them to distribute 7000 new books.  The Y-Caps and Diamonds program works with 
kids in groups of 10 to 12 kids to help develop career goals and self esteem.  
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Their biggest program is Grade Leveling Learning.  The purpose is to help in various reading 
programs to ensure that the kids excel in reading by the 3rd grade. If this is not accomplished it 
can affect children’s learning ability in the upper grades. They are 4 times more likely to      
graduate from high school if they are good readers. Another program to help 200 children is the 
summer learning loss prevention with teachers to assist kids to prevent learning loss during the 
summer. Cost for that program is about $1100 per child. In addition they have a literacy program 
to help 450 low income children my providing 13 new books.  Just is about $1.81. Many people 
donate money to sponsor these children.  
 
Sean saved the best news for last.  Centerpointe Energy is donating over a half million dollars to 
help renovate and to expand the Caldwell facility on Delaware Street. They want to build a 
STEM lab, kitchen, and community room. They were able to negotiate a 40 year lease with the 
city for $100.  
 
Now the answer to which 3 sports the YMCA invented. Basketball. Volleyball. Racket ball.  
Sean told us that 95% of the people they help are in low income families.  
 
A great meeting with tons of information about the outreach programs of our YMCA.  
 
Next meeting will be another Zoom meeting on March 24th. 
 
Ron Eberhart, February Newsletter Writer  

“Optimist OPTICS” - continued 


