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Wednesday’s Meeting: July Heat & July Heart 
Well folks, it was hot, hot, HOT outside—and, thanks to a very full agenda and even fuller hearts, it was 
hot, hot, HOT inside too as the Downtown Optimist Club reconvened following our fantastic, sun-kissed 
Picnic. (Still finding melted popsicles in strange places.) 
 
Ron “The Reliable” Eberhart once again kicked off the meeting with a thoughtful prayer (undoubtedly 
sweat-proof), followed by our time-honored Pledge of Allegiance and the reciting of the Optimist 
Creed—still intact even in triple-digit heat. 
 
Announcements from Mount Ronmore 
 
· Camp Carson Trip – July 16th: Ron reminded everyone to pack sunscreen, bug spray, and your 
best Optimist attitude for our annual trek to Camp Carson. 
· Board Meeting Today: Right after this scorcher of a meeting, the Board huddled up—hopefully in 
an air-conditioned corner. 
· Foundation Match Challenge: Ron encouraged all members to write a check to the Foundation for 
Camp donations. The Foundation will match your contributions up to $1,500. So, for every dollar you 
give, you get the warm fuzzies and double the impact! 
 
Welcome Aboard! 
Let’s give a chilly Optimist welcome (chilly because we're trying to cool down) to Joel Claycomb, our 
newest soon-to-be member. Joel is the fearless leader of the Sled Dogs Ice Skating organization—
which may be the coldest thing mentioned all meeting. Welcome, Joel! We’re sliding into greatness with 
you on board. 
 
Conscience Money: Fireworks Edition 
 
Sarge Dan Phillips then turned up the heat (again?) by collecting conscience money from the crew. 
There were a few big confessions. One member admitted to eating their kid’s popsicle, another claimed 
they forgot to buy sparklers for the 4th (un-American!). Dan followed it with some explosive 4th of July 
Trivia: 
· How many times is the Liberty Bell rung on July 4th? 13 times—once for each of the original 
colonies. Also the number of mosquito bites Ron got last week. 
· Where was the first July 4th celebration held? Philadelphia, PA. Naturally. Home of the bell, the 
cheesesteak, and all things Founding Fatherly. 
· Most consumed food on July 4th? HOT DOGS! Not hamburgers. So grab your mustard, hold the 
ketchup (we don't judge), and join in.   >>>>>>>>>>>> Continued on Next Page >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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Guest Speaker: Darlene “Dolly’s Dynamo” Short 
 
Our speaker, Darlene Short, gave a wonderful presentation about the Warrick Literacy and Education 
Connections (WLEC). Founded in 1995 with the help of Dolly Parton (yes, that Dolly), the program 
helps get books into the hands of young readers through Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. 
 
They currently serve 2,100+ children every month in Warrick County! That’s a lot of bedtime stories 
and not a single overdue fine. 
 
Darlene shared stories of local pre-teens raising money years ago to keep the program alive—proof that 
Optimism and Generosity have no age limits. Their dream is to build a self-sustaining Foundation with 
$750,000, and we have no doubt they'll get there. 
 
She reminded us that reading to children under age five is not just sweet—it’s critical. It helps wire their 
little brains for reading success. So read Goodnight Moon like your life depends on it! 
 
Final Notes: Stay Cool & See You Soon 
 
Our next meeting is on July 9th, and we’ll be joined by Katie Schnautz from the Evansville Christian 
Choir. She’ll bring harmony to our hearts (and maybe a breeze if we’re lucky). 
 
Until then, stay cool, drink plenty of water, and remember: an Optimist is someone who carries sunscreen 
even when it’s raining—just in case the sun feels like showing off. 
 
Yours in Optimism and Ice Packs, 
Ron Eberhart, Scribe 
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