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Ron Eberhart, October’s President, banged the gavel at 12:11 p.m., not that anyone was checking. He did his 

usual, and excellent, duty of leading us in the Invocation, Pledge and Creed. He did have to brag on his month 

old grandson, and how could he not. Proud to be a grandpa. 

 

Returnees today included three people who would be inducted later in the meeting. The returnees: Cheryl 

Graves, Ann Pendley, Karen Morris, Jeff and Sally Olsen and Pat Pittman. 

 

Sunshine report was excellent, nothing to report. Just in case someone did not know, Ron informed us that 

Don Julian’s brother passed, and several members of the club made a visitation. Our deepest sympathy to Don 

and his family. 

 

Announcements:  

• YAW Breakfast at the Clarion on November 9, at 7 A.M. Contact Ron for tickets. If you plan to  purchase 

your ticket at the door, please let him know so we can order the food. The speaker this year is Wendy 

McNamara, EVSC Director of Early College High School. We need your help placing students. Please 

check your email for list of students and their choices of jobs. 

 

• Karen Morris announced the Tri-Star Soccer will be held at the Newman Field in Henderson at 2 P.M. 

Three hundred students are expected to participate, so help if you can. The field is located in Henderson, 

and to get there, take Hwy 41 to Hwy 60 and go to Sand Lane located near the Goodwill building. They 

did a test run this past weekend with approximately 90 students under 6 years of age. All went well.  

 

Karen Morris and Gene Melchior both received certificates of appreciation for their work; Karen for soccer 

and Gene for Salvation Army. 

 

Ron did his usual superb job of induction three new members today. They are Sally and Jeff Olsen and Patrick 

(Pat) Pittman. Welcome to our Optimist family. 

 

Sarge collected a good deal of conscience money today. Too many for me to list, and also because I forgot to 

write them down. Thanks to all who donated. Our opportunity to give to the club, at the meetings, has been cut 

in half, but we have not cut the programs, so we need the extra income. Give generously. Two thirds of the 

members present could not answer the trivia questions, but our newest member, Jeff Olsen saved their group. 

 

Karen Morris won the half pot and she generously donated it back to the club. Thanks Karen! 
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Today’s speaker was, Melanie Atwood, Director of Strategic Alliance at Youth First. She gave us some 

statistics that were very disturbing; 30% of seniors in our high schools were drunk in the last two weeks, 

the marijuana use among the area 8th graders is twice the national average, nearly 20% of local college 

students reported they drove drunk at least once in the last year. 

 

Youth First is trying to find solutions to these and many other problems with personal attention. Melanie 

said they have 13 crisis interviews a week. These problems stem for substance abuse, lack of social and 

family skills and the list goes on and on. Youth First provides their services free, but the cost is high to 

maintain the programs. Dr. William Wooten started Youth First with a check. He continues to support, 

but it takes a village to support this many kids. The funding comes from the following: 45% Federal and 

State grants and 55% from corporations, organizations and individuals. 

 

Editor: Gary Burk 
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